2016 FALL RIVER CHARTER COMMISSION COMMUNITY SURVEY 


In the November 2015 election, the citizens of Fall River overwhelmingly approved a review of the 
city charter.


We greatly appreciate your input as a Fall River citizen. You can make a copy of the survey for each 
voting age household member. Additional copies of this survey are available from the office of the  
City Clerk.


We will utilize your input to rewrite our current charter, and recommend a structure of government for         
the voters of Fall River to consider as a ballot question in November 2017.

Before that vote, the Commission intends to provide many opportunities for you to learn, ask 
questions, and give feedback. Through this survey, you can provide the Commission with your ideas 
and opinions about how our current governance model works. It is also an opportunity for you to 
share your desires and/or expectations. 


Please respond by circling the appropriate response. 

1.
Do you believe that our current elected Mayor and elected City Council form of government         


is working?       
YES          NO


2.
Should the City Council have the power to add or subtract line items from the city budget?          





YES          NO


3.
Should the City Council have the right to approve or confirm all mayoral appointments to           


boards and commissions?        YES          NO


4.
Which of the following would you support? (circle one)


a.
A two (2) year term for Mayor



b.
A four (4) year term for Mayor


5.
Which of the following would you support?  (circle one)


a.
A two (2) year term for City Council?



b.
A four (4) year term for City Council?


6.
Which of the following would you support? (circle one)


a.
A two (2) year term for School Committee



b.
A four (4) year term for School committee 
- Continued on back -    

7.
Do you support ward councilors?          YES          NO


8.
Should the Mayor be allowed to serve on the School Committee?   
YES        NO


9.
Should there be term limits for elected officials?          YES          NO


10.
Should the City of Fall River be run by a professional city manager?   YES     NO


11.
Do you support a periodic forensic audit?          YES          NO


12.
Should there be a debt limit for the City?           YES          NO
Please feel free to comment on any of the questions or to add comments and ideas.
                                                                                                                                                                                    

   
  


1) 
How long have you lived in the city (please check one)?

(  ) Less than 1 year

(  ) 1 — 5 years

(  ) 6 — 10 years

(  ) 11 — 20 years

(  ) more than 20 years



2) 
Generally, how informed are you on city issues? Please check one:

(  ) Not informed

(  ) Somewhat informed

(  ) Informed

(  ) Very informed



3) 
Do you participate in city service (elected official, employee, board or commission 



member, volunteer, etc.)?

(
) Yes
(   ) No

         4)  If so, would you tell us how you participate:
This survey is not part of the annual census. Participation is purely voluntary. 





CIVIC & DEMOGRAPHIC DATA





Please enclose this survey in the return envelope with your completed census to City Hall, or mail this survey to: Fall River Charter Commission, City Hall, 1 Government Center, Fall River, MA 02722, no later than March 31, 2016. On behalf of the Charter Commission, I thank you for completing this survey and adding your input to this important process for our city's future. Michael L. Miozza, Chairman








